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Registration and Housing
Registration for the conference can be completed through
the conference link on our website (www.theaapn.org). You
will receive an e-mail which will indicate that you are
registered for the conference, with instructions on how to
obtain you CE credits for any workshop you attend.
Attendees are responsible for booking their own hotel
reservations.

Hotel Information
Bally’s Las Vegas Hotel & Casino
www.caesars.com/ballys-las-vegas
3645 Las Vegas Boulevard South
Las Vegas, NV 89109
Tel: (877) 603-4390
To make your hotel reservations, you may use the Pass Key: Bally's Hotel Reservation Link. In order
to ensure that you receive the special contracted rate, please make your reservation by March 1, 2018
and mention that you are attending the AAPdN Annual Conference.

Transportation Arrangements
Local Airport:
•
Las Vegas International Airport (LAS)
•
Distance From Hotel: 3 mi.
•
Drive Time: 15 min. depending on traffic
Taxi:
Rates vary between $20-25 each way depending on the number of passengers and time of arrival or
departure.
Airport Shuttle:
Bally’s Las Vegas Hotel & Casino recommends shuttle services to and from McCarran International
Airport (www.mccarran.com/Transportation/Shuttles). Rates are $10.00 one way and $15.00 round trip.
There is no need for reservations from the airport. However, guests must make reservations from the
hotel and allow for additional stops.
Rental Cars:
There are a variety of rental cars agencies available at McCarran International Airport.
Hotel Parking:
Self-parking is available at the hotel and is complimentary for guests including in/out privileges.
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Friday, April 20th, 2018
Continental Breakfast in Exhibition Area
7:30 am – 9:00 am
Breakout Sessions
8:30 am – 11:45 am
Coffee Break: 10:00 am – 10:15 am
A. Cecil Reynolds and Robert McCaffrey –
Fundamentals of Forensic Practice in Pediatric
Neuropsychology: What we do and how to
survive
B. Julie Gettman – Neuropsychological Models of
Assessment: Reading and Math
Noon Learning Session
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm
Julie Gettman – Neuropsychological Emphases in
Assessment of Child and Adolescent Memory
Breakout Sessions
1:30 pm – 4:45 pm
Break: 3:00 pm – 3:15 pm
A. Chris Rackley and Peter Dodzik –
Neurodevelopmental Issues and Prediction of
Adult Outcomes in Pediatric TBI
B. Aimee Yermish – Twice-Exceptional:
Evaluating Suspected Disability in the Context
of High Intelligence
Open Business Meeting of the AAPdN
4:50 pm – 5:15 pm
Social Hour/Cash Bar in the Exhibit Area
5:15 pm – 6:30 pm
Exhibits Open from 7:30 am – 6:30 pm

Saturday, April 21st, 2018
Continental Breakfast in Exhibition Area
7:30 – 9:00 am
Research Poster Session – All Day
7:30 am – 6:30 pm

Breakout Sessions
8:30 am – 11:45 am
Coffee Break: 10:00 am – 10:15 am
A. Robert Leark – Introductory Issues and
Applications of Pediatric Neuropsychology in
the Juvenile Court System
B. Gerard Gioia – Return to Play Following Sports
Concussion in Elementary to High School
Athletics
Noon Learning Session
12:00 pm – 1:15 pm
John Courtney – Biennial Update on Pediatric
Psychopharmacology
Breakout Sessions
1:30 pm – 4:45 pm
Break: 3:00 pm – 3:15 pm
A. Gary Burt – Deconstructing Neuropsychological
Testimony
B. Antolin Llorente – Cross-Cultural Assessment:
Problems and Solutions
Poster Session and Cash Bar in the Exhibit Area
4:45 pm – 6:30 pm
Exhibits Open from 7:30 am – 6:30 pm

Sunday, April 22nd, 2018

Breakfast On Your Own and Exhibits Closed.
Coffee Provided

Closing Session
Ethics Session
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Shane Bush – Ethical Dilemmas in Pediatric
Neuropsychological Practice.

Book Your Room Now at:
AAPdN's Conference Hotel Reservation Link

American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology
Annual Conference
April 20th – 22nd, 2018
Bally’s Las Vegas Hotel & Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada
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American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology Annual
Conference
Advances in the Clinical Practice of Pediatric
Neuropsychology: Assessment, Management, and
Intervention

Friday:

Friday, April 20

7:00 am – 6:00 pm

Saturday, April 21

7:00 am – 6:00 pm

* Exhibit Hall hours are
subject to change.

7:45am - 9:00am: Continental Breakfast in Exhibitor
8:30am – 11:45pm: 2 Breakout sessions. Coffee break from 10:00 -10:15am
Course 1
Fundamentals of Forensic Practice in Pediatric Neuropsychology: What we do and
how to survive
Cecil Reynolds, PhD, ABPP, ABN, ABPdN and Robert McCaffrey, PhD, ABN, ABPdN
This beginning level workshop is designed to introduce pediatric neuropsychologists to the important
professional and ethical issues that should be considered before they enter the forensic area. This is not
a “how to” workshop but rather an introductory “nuts and bolts” of key points for the pediatric
neuropsychologist to know and issues to consider before accepting their first assignment. Attendees
will gain an understanding of the following aspects of pediatric neuropsychological forensic practice:
As a result of attending this presentation, attendees will:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The adversarial nature of the legal system.
The pediatric neuropsychologist’s expert role within the adversarial system.
How to participate in an ethical and professional manner.
Why money spent on legal advice is money well spent.
Understanding and dealing with basic legal issues while maintain objectivity.
Dealing with subpoenas and other legal issues.
Role of a treating pediatric neuropsychologist versus a forensic expert.
Admissibility versus credibility of testimony and the Daubert Challenge.
Common areas of law to which pediatric neuropsychologists can contribute.
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Course 2
Neuropsychological Models of Assessment: Reading and Math
Julie Gettman, PhD
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This workshop will explore how children learn and acquire basic reading and mathematical skills from a
brain-based, educational perspective. The role of phonological processing, orthographical processing,
language, working memory, visual-spatial reasoning, and executive functioning will be featured as
primary cognitive constructs involved in the acquisition of reading and math skills. There will be a
discussion of critical neurodevelopmental pathways that contribute to skill acquisition. The expected
learner outcomes will be to better understand subtypes of reading and math disabilities in children and to
introduce more efficient ways to diagnose and remediate reading and math disorders in children. The
Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR) and Feifer Assessment of Math (FAM), comprehensive
assessments designed to examine the underlying cognitive processes that support proficient reading and
math skills, will be introduced.

As a result of attending this presentation, attendees will:
1. Explain a brain-behavior model of reading and math by examining specific neural circuits which
underscore skill acquisition.
2. Discuss subtypes of reading and math disabilities from a brain-behavioral perspective and link
evidenced-based interventions to address each subtype.
3. Describe the Feifer Assessment of Reading (FAR) and the Feifer Assessment of Math (FAM) as
they relate to neurocognitive processes of reading and math.

12:00pm - 1:15pm: Noon Session
Course 3
Neuropsychological Emphases in Assessment of Child and Adolescent Memory
Julie Gettman, PhD
The amount and intensity of teaching to which children, adolescents, and young adults are exposed is
typically never equaled later in life. Learning and memory, therefore, are essential skills for youth and
are significantly impacted by a variety of developmental, medical, and mental health issues. Using
memory tests to differentiate between individual cognitive profiles of children at risk for academic and
learning problems helps with differential diagnosis and assists in creating individualized
recommendations, treatment programs, and accommodations. Attendees will be introduced to the newest
battery of co-normed memory and learning assessments for youth: Children and Adolescent Memory
Profile (ChAMP), Memory Validity Profile (MVP), and Multidimensional Everyday Memory Ratings
for Youth (MEMRY). Developed by pediatric neuropsychologists Dr. Elisabeth Sherman and Dr. Brian
Brooks, their vast expertise as practitioners and researchers resulted in a youth memory assessment that
includes learning trials for each subtest, real-world learning scenarios, and leads to practical information
for making recommendations. To extend applicability and breadth of information, the battery also offers
a stand-alone performance validity test and the first nationally standardized rating scale specifically
designed to provide a measure of everyday memory skills.
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Participants will be able to:
1. Recognize the benefits of a comprehensive memory assessment for differential diagnosis and creation of
treatment programs.
2. Describe key theoretical features and content of the ChAMP, MVP, and MEMRY.
3. Gain insight into the recommendations and advanced interpretation methods available with these tools.

1:30pm - 4:45pm: 2 Breakout sessions. Break from 3:15-3:30pm
Course 4
Neurodevelopmental Issues and Prediction of Adult Outcomes in Pediatric TBI
Chris Rackley, PsyD, ABPdN and Peter Dodzik, PsyD, ABN, ABPdN
Survivors of childhood TBI are at risk for developing and sustaining cognitive, physical and behavioral
impairments. This presentation is designed to systematically review factors related to long-term
outcomes of pediatric TBI. An emphasis will be placed on influencing and pre-morbid factors,
mechanisms of injury and modifying variables that impact outcomes. Evidenced-based assessment,
monitoring and treatment are a key focus of the workshop. This program is designed to provide
clinicians with knowledge of available literature on factors related to outcome of pediatric TBI. In
addition, clinicians in forensic practice will benefit from a more complete review of the available
literature and implications for civil litigation cases.
As a result of attending this presentation, attendees will:
1. Participants will be able to identify factors related to proper assessment of TBI in children as well as
how best to monitor progress over time.
2. Attendees will be able to articulate what factors identify patients at increased risk for ongoing
impairment, more severe symptoms, or delayed recovery.
3. Attendees will gain an understanding of factors that can be used to identify patients at increased risk
of long-term sequelae from TBI in childhood.
4. Attendees will become familiar with treatments to improve outcomes for children with TBI.

Course 5
Twice Exceptional: Evaluating Suspected Disability in the Context of High
Intelligence
Amy Yermish, PhD
High intelligence does not immunize people against psychological, learning, attentional, or
developmental disorders. However, it can substantially complicate the process of identification,
assessment, case formulation, and intervention. Intellectually gifted clients have often developed a
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range of compensatory strategies which can mask even severe levels of impairment. The structures of
school and the social world are often poorly matched to the needs of gifted and twice-exceptional
learners, causing emotional stresses that can be mistaken for neuropsychological disorders or exacerbate
the effects of real disorders. There is often a great deal of denial and conflict among would-be
helpers. Errors (e.g., pathologizing normal behavior, missed recognition of high intelligence, missed
diagnosis of real disorders, incorrect/incomplete diagnosis, etc.) are common, resulting in delayed
intervention and erosions of trust.
This workshop will cover the most common areas of concern (ADHD, autism spectrum disorders,
dyslexia, dysgraphia, anxiety and mood disorders, as well as nonpathological social and academic
adjustment issues), the state of the research literature, and the nuts and bolts of effective
neuropsychological evaluation with this population.
As a result of attending this presentation, attendees will:
1. Gain an understanding of the common reasons gifted clients present for evaluation at various
developmental stages, the typical historical findings that suggest potential multiple exceptionality, and
the interactions between individual and system which often complicate the process of identification and
intervention.
2. Gain an understanding of how gifted and twice-exceptional individuals often present on
neuropsychological evaluations, including how to design a testing strategy most likely to yield clear
information; how to consider both nomothetic, ipsative, and process-approach data; and, how to blend
numerical with historical and observational data thoughtfully in interpretation.
3. Gain an understanding of the legal status of multiple-exceptionality.
4. Understand typical intervention strategies most likely to be helpful with this population, and ways to
address likely obstacles and misconceptions.
5. Gain an understanding of how to adapt typical rapport-building, feedback, and report-writing
techniques, in order to be more effective with this population (“the fishwrap doctrine”).

4:50pm - 5:15pm: Open business meeting of the AAPdN
5:00pm - 6:00pm: Social hour/cash bar in exhibit area.
Exhibits open 7:45am - 6:00pm

Saturday:
7:45am - 9:00am: Continental Breakfast in Exhibitor room with a scientific poster session
8:45am – 12:00pm: 2 Breakout sessions. Coffee break at 10:00-10:15
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Course 6
Introductory Issues and Applications of Pediatric Neuropsychology in the Juvenile
Court System
Robert Leark, PhD
This course is designed to provide an introduction of the role of the pediatric neuropsychologist with the
juvenile justice system. The attendee will be provided a brief background, history and legal case
decisions relevant to aspects where clinical practice intersects with the legal system. The background
serves as the basis for understanding legal issues of competency, transfer and reverse transfer as related
to juvenile offenders. Case examples will highlight the roles pediatric neuropsychologists can have in
the courtroom.
As a result of attending this presentation, attendees will:
1. Gain an appreciation for the court decision in Kent v. United States (1966), Gault (1967) and
Winship (1970), which laid the foundation for changes in the juvenile justice system; opening a
doorway for involvement of pediatric neuropsychologists.
2. Attendees will gain a better understanding of the context of legal issues of competency, transfer and
re-transfer to assist the neuropsychologist’s in functioning in the courtroom.
3. Attendees will develop a better understanding of how the clinical expertise and skill set of the
pediatric neuropsychologist can offer the courts valuable assistance in decision making with regards
to the care and treatment of juvenile offenders.

Course 7
Return to Play Following Sports Concussion in Elementary to High School Athletics
Gerard Gioia, PhD

12:00pm - 1:25pm: Noon Session
Course 8
Biennial Update on Pediatric Psychopharmacology
John Courtney, PhD
A number of advances have been made over the last few years since the previous presentation of this
workshop. This lecture will review changes in medications since 2015 and potential pitfalls when
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considering medication management with children. Time for questions and cases will be considered a
critical part of the class, as the presenter will be presenting cases for the attendees' consideration.
After the workshop, the attendees should be able to:
1.

Identify updates to psychotropic medications used with children (both on and off label) in recent
years.

2. To understand the basic mechanism for the last 2 years of newest medications having been
introduced to the pharmacopoeia for children or how they may be used.
3. How child differ from adults in their physiological profiles that make medicating them a challenge.

1:30pm - 4:45pm: 2 Breakout sessions. Break at 2:45-3:00
Course 9
Deconstructing Neuropsychological Testimony
Gary Burt
This intermediate to advanced level workshop presents neuropsychological evaluations, assessment
reports, conclusions and deposition and trial testimony through the eyes of the attorney. The presentation
is designed to help practicing neuropsychologist understand the methods used by attorneys to evaluate
the scientific support or lack thereof for neuropsychological instruments and claims made based on test
data. Issues of reliability and validity of instruments for the purposes used in forensic cases will be
addressed. Particular emphasis will be directed toward the admissibility of neuropsychological evidence
and clarifying the roles of neuropsychologists as treaters and experts. Some strategies will also be
presented to assist neuropsychologists in preparing to give opinion testimony. A review of Daubert
standards as it relates to neuropsychologists and their evaluation procedures will be emphasized.
After completing this workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Attendees will gain a better conceptual understanding of how the legal community evaluates their
work product.
2. Attendees will become more familiar with Daubert standards as it relates to neuropsychological
instruments and test batteries
3. Attendees will learn tactics for how to approach and prepare for deposition and trial testimony.
4. Attendees will become more familiar with vulnerabilities in neuropsychological assessment methods
and reports.

Course 10
Cross-Cultural Assessment: Problems and Solutions
Antolin Llorente, PhD
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As a result of attending this presentation, the participant will be able to:

4:45pm - 6:00pm Cash bar and scientific poster session in exhibitor room.
Exhibits open 7:45am - 6:00pm

Sunday: Exhibits closed. No breakfast provided. Coffee only.

9:00am – 12:00pm:
Course 11
Ethical Dilemmas in Pediatric Neuropsychological Practice
Shane Bush, PhD

The ability to identify ethical issues in forensic pediatric neuropsychology is necessary for maintaining high
standards of ethical practice, addressing ethical dilemmas when they arise, and avoiding ethical misconduct.
Although some ethical requirements, such as professional competence, are consistent across
neuropsychological subspecialties, differences exist between forensic pediatric neuropsychology and other
subspecialties in the relative importance of the ethical issues that are encountered in and the resources that
are relied upon to guide decision making. Once ethical issues are identified, use of an ethical decisionmaking model can assist practitioners in determining how best to approach an issue or resolve a dilemma.
Such a model provides a structured means of organizing and considering the various resources that are often
necessary for making sound ethical decisions. This workshop will describe ethical issues and dilemmas
commonly encountered in forensic pediatric neuropsychology and demonstrate use of a structured decisionmaking process that guides evidence-based practice. The workshop will include audience participation in
identifying ethical issues from clinical vignettes. Questions and discussion will be encouraged.
At the conclusion of this workshop, participants will be able to:
1. Participants will be able to describe ethical issues and dilemmas commonly encountered in forensic
pediatric neuropsychology.
2. Participants will be able to identify ethical issues and dilemmas in clinical vignettes.
3. Participants will be able to describe a decision-making model for addressing ethical challenges in
pediatric forensic neuropsychology.
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Registration fees:
Total conference: AAPdN Members $279.00 NonMembers $309.00
Single session registration available for Ethics Session only: $60.00
Persons selecting the single session option may not attend other functions, including poster sessions.
CE for all sessions attended (maximum of 18 hours): $25.00
CE Awarded under the American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology.
Students: $125.00
Exhibitor Registration $400.00 for 1 person or $550.00 for 2.
Sponsorship minimum $750.00 - $1,500

The American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology (AAPdN) is approved by the
American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists.
AAPdN maintains responsibility for this program and its content.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Continuing Education (CE)
The American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology is approved by the American Psychological Association
to sponsor continuing education for psychologists. AAPdN maintains responsibility for this program and its
content. CE Letters will be available electronically after the conference. CE Credit will be awarded on the basis
of one credit per one hour of instructional time. A maximum total of 18 CE credits may be earned. The
American Academy of Pediatric Neuropsychology is committed to providing high quality educational
programs. Participants who are dissatisfied with a specific workshop, speaker or the conference in general
are encouraged to seek an appropriate resolution as outlined in our grievance policy, which can be obtained
by contacting our conference chair.

Course Handouts
Course handouts will be distributed to attendees electronically prior to the conference. No printed course
handouts will be distributed at course sessions.
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Audio Recording
Audio recordings of many of the workshops will be available for purchase following the conference by
contacting the conference chair.

Students
AAPdN values its commitment to the professional development of students, interns, and post-doctoral
residents. Those qualifying under student status will pay $125 for general registration, rather than the nonmember conference registration fee of $309. Please note that individuals registered as students will not receive
credit for CE courses and thus need not pay the $25 CE charge.

Code of Conduct and Behavior Policies
We value the participation of all attendees and hope to provide an opportunity for engagement, learning and
collegiality. Accordingly, all attendees, guests, speakers, exhibitors, and volunteers are expected to show
respect and courtesy to others at all times. All communication and behavior, verbal or otherwise, should be
appropriate for a professional environment. Those violating these rules may be asked to leave the conference
with or without a refund at the sole discretion of the AAPdN conference committee.

Cancellation Policies
A 50% refund is possible with written notification postmarked by April 1 st, 2018. Please address written
correspondence to Peter Dodzik, PsyD, ABPdN, ABN at 121 South Wilke Road, Suite 200 Arlington Heights, IL
60005. Phone or email cancellations will not be received for cancellation purposes.
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